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My Lord, 


Could. be very -glad that I. had 
| leſs. Reaſon. 10 ow ifie the publi- 

» ſhing of theſe Sexmong,;, and that 
they avore on wy BE 


the. jucjng ia \ont 0s Sh he 
Plague;'\when Bogh: 1, o by 
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The Epiſtle 

Rages amonoft-15, and thouph it be not 
lhe the ns Sine nf old, a 
Malady peculiar to Engliſh Men, yet 
the plenty aud Luxury of our Connry 
may perhaps make us more Subject 10 
it then others: Were able to preſcribe 
any (omg, boweuer ordinary, that was 
likely to be either a Remedy or an An- 
ridote againſt it, I ſhould think it my 
Duty as 4 Lower of te Peace and Sal- 
vation of Mankind, as a Lover of my 
King and Country, and as a Miniſter 
of that Church and Religion, which 
bas been often the Mark, but never 
the Author of any Ti _ amd I boye 
the good ing 6 this Endeautver 


wil Supa "Je ' for the weakneſs of if, 
mnd-ity otiefty: 5 ad C Charity ance, the 
_—_— #4 Faults wk imperfeQi- 


op Aer elF-more-then-ordi+ 
 navily conterned to Bis when the In- 


fetion 


Dedicatory. 

ſection had ſo largely ſpread at our end 
of the Town and in my own Pariſh, 
where two of the Confſpirators that are 
Executed, and two others that are in 
the Proclamation bad their laſt Abodes ; 
for though this, does not like other Con: 
tagions, begin in Alleys and the Ourt- 
parts, among the Poor and Ordinary 
Perſons, yet the Great ones make it their 
Buſineſs to ſpread it among thoſe, and 
there it lettles, and there it generally 
breaks out. Had thele Men come to 
our Churches they bad learnt other Prin- 
ciples, then what [ im afraid, they have 
done elſewhere ; and that none may be ſo ma- 
litious as to think we calculate our Sermons 
merely - the preſent Circumſtances, 
as-if the Pulpit were but a kind of wea- 
ther-glals, ws 19's the DoFrine of O- 
bedience to Governours is higher or lower 
according to the temperature or Varia- 

tion 


The Epiſtke 

tion- of outward Afﬀairs, 1 have put out 
a plain Sermon without any addition or 
y that was Preacht long before 
the Plot, when I little thought of baving 
* any ſuch occaſron to make it publick ; [ 
thought then, and do ſo now, that thoſe 
Obvious and Familiar things, which 
every one muſt uſe on that SubjeR, 
would do good ; but there remained a 
harder part, which was to keep the 
good Seed I had ſowed clear from the 
. VVeeds that are apt to grow up and 
choke it, for Irealon has ſtood ſo 
long, without being cut down, eſpecially 
in the late Times that it has run to feed, 
and icattered its Principles. that will 
not fail to nouriſh and make it grow 
again, and I thought the only way to 
deſtroy. it, was to pluck »p thoſe: by 

tbe R ootes. \ 1. * et 
Y I 


Dedicatory. 


I know, My Lord, the Subje& will 
commend it ſelf to your Patronage, 
whoſe Loyalty to your Prince is ſo well 
known to al that as it was always your 
vertue, ſo .it has been ſometimes your 
Crime ; and who have ſo well ſhow 
your Zeal and Abhorrence of all Plots 
and T reaſons in the late Popiſh one, 
where your Juſtice and Eloquence were 
too bard for the cunningeſt of TT raitors, 
and the Prieſts found your Reaſon out- 
doe their 1nfallibility ; yet I ſhould nat 
have preſumed to offer theſe Diſcourſes 
unto your Lordſbips hands, who is not 
only ſo great a Fad ge but ſo great a 
Maſter of ſence and of ſpeaking,but that 
I know your Candour and Mercy is 
equal to your Judgment, ſo that what 
has inclined you to approve and encou- 
rage me in ſome other things of this na- 
ture, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ture, will 1 queſtion not, prompt Jon, 


| at led to excuſe me in this 
T he Extraordinary kindnels and Ct- 
vility you have been pleaſed to ſhow me, 
would require a much better T eſtimony of 
my Obſervance and Gratitude, then 
this, which u the only one I can pay at 
preſent, and therefore maſſt beg you to ac- 
- cept it from, My Lord, 


Your moſt Obzdient, and moſt 
Obliged Servant ®? 


Witkam Payne. 


| ELIGION, as it makes Proviſion for us in 
| another World ; and is the only Means to 


: and all our Enjoyments, and reſtrains Mankind from 
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SERMON 


Thirtieth of FANUART, 1683. Be- 
ing the Day of the Martyrdom 


King Charles [. 


I SAM. 26.9. 


For who can ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's 
7 anointed, and be guiltleſs ? 


Y 
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ſecure us a good State after this Life; a fu- 

ture and eternal Happineſs for our Souls; 
ſo 'tis that alſo upon which the preſent Welfare, the 
Comfort and Felicity ofthis Lifedoeschiefly depend; 
'tis that which ſupports the World, and preſerves the 
Peace and Order, the Quiet, and Settlement 
of itz 'tis that which ſets a Guard about our Lives, 


ravening 


2 A Sermon preached 


ravening and devouring one another: *Tis that which 
is the main;Strength, the true Foundation of Govern- 
ment, which ſupports the Princes Throxe, and Guards 
it like an Angel from the Sons of Violence; and as it 
obliges us to all thoſe Daaties of Right and Juſtice, 
that are neceſ{ary for.the Good and Welfare of all 
Mankind ſo it eſpecially ſecures and maintains the 
. Rizhts of Princes and Governoursz which cannot be 
violated without the greateſt Miſchief, and the moſt 
pernicious Conſequences to the World. . . 
David, who was the moſt ſingular Example of all 
Religion and Pijety to God; who was the great Ex- 
ample and Teacher of it to the Jewiſh Church ; and 
who has left ſuch Memorials aud Monuments of it, 
as make up a great part of the Devotion and Wor- 
{hip of all Chriſtiars : Him was God pleafed to make 
as great an Example of Loyalty to his Prince, and of 
Duty and Obedience to his Sovereign; and that purc- 
ly from the ſame Principles of Religion and Conſcience 
that made him ſo to God. He had the leaſt Reaton 
otherwiſe to be fo to his Prince that could be well j- 
magined : Who ſought to takeaway his Life unjultl y; 
he hunted him as a Partridge upon the Mountains, 
and intended to make hima Prey to his unreaſonable 
Fury and Diſpleaſure. Who would have taken away 
that Right which God had expreſly given himz and 
deprived him of the Sycceſſzon to the Crown, which 
Heaven had entituled him to. Who deſtroyed all his 
Friends be could light of, and mwrrdered ſourſcore and 
five ofthe Prieſts of the Lord in one day upon his account. 
: Sarm.22.18, Who -pirt a whole City to the ſword, Man 
Woman and Child, v. 19. and exercifed. all the Aﬀtso 
Cruelty and Injuftice ro him, and all thoſe that fa- 
voured him. 


How 
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How much leſs than all this would have ſerved ſome 
Men to fly out into open Reſiſtance and Rebellion a- 
gainſt their Governours? Yet he that was appointed 
by God's immediate Command, to be. the next Heir 
of the Kingdom, and was anointed by Samxel to that 
purpoſe, 1 Sam. 16. 12. So that in his Life and Safe- 
ty, the common Welfare and Intereſt, the Safety of 
the whole Kingdom of [ſrael was concerned : Nay, 
he that was the Gezeral of Iſrael, and a great Officer 
under Saul;zand toſuch Magi(trates more inferiour than 
David was in Iſrael, ſome People are for giving a 


| Power to reſtrain and reſiſt the Superiour Magiſtrate ; 


yet he under theſe Circumſtances, whictrif any,would 
make it lawful and juſtifiable ta have done otherwiſe, 
he then only fled away, and made no manner of Reſ- 
ſtance to Saul, who was his Prince, tho' he was like- 
wiſe his "je Per ſecutor: Ard to ſhew that he did 
this out of onſcience and Religion, and not for want 
of Power, -or Ability to do otherwiſe (which is the 
only Reaſon that ſome men haveagainſt reſſting)God 
was pleaſed to put Saul into his Hands at the Cavein 
Engedi;and to give him an Opportunity to havedone 
what he would with him; and the- men that were 
then with him ,.w ould have perſnaded him, That 
this wasaProvidence of God that ſhewed he would 
have the thing done, 1 Sam. 24. 4. 4nd the men of 
David ſaid unto him, behold the day of which the Lord 


ſaid unto thee, Behold 1 will deliver thine Enemy into 


thine Hand, that thou mayeſt do to him as it. ſhall ſeen 
good to:thee, How would a much leſs Providence have 
been thought enough to make this lawful, and a ſut- 
ficient Indication of the Will of God to ſome men 
who had no fuch promiſe at:all as-that was? but Da- 
vid was a better Interpreter, both of God's promiſe, 
and of his providence too zand he dared wot. touch the 

B 2 perſon 
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perſon, or the Life of his Sovereign 3 but only cut off 
the Hem of his Garment; and for that his Heart 
ſmote him afterwards at the 5th. verſe. It were well 
if ſome Mens Hearts would ſmite them, who havecut 
off not the Hem of their Sovereign's Garment, but his 
Rojal Head from his Body ; and yet their Hearts are 
ſo harden'd, that they have ſhown, moſt of them, but 
little Repentance for it. 

But this was not enoughz David might have loſt 
this Opportunity perhaps out of Unadviſedneſs,or Im- 
prudence, and have bcen ſorry for it afterwards ; or 
it might not have been ſo fitto have diſpatch'd fo great 
a Work at that time; or he had not time to dclibe- 
rate and conſider” well what was tobe done with 
lo lucky an Advantage. Behold, God tries him ano- 
ther time at Hachilah, where Saul had pitched his 
Tents in purſuit of Daz:id, who was in the Wilder- 
neſs hard by : There David in the Night comes with 
Abiſhai into the Camp of Saul, and finds the Souldiers 
ſo careleſs and ſleeping, that he got into the very 
Trench where Saul lay ſleeping, with his ſpear by him, 
ſtuck at his Bolſter in the ground, and Abner, and his 
other Captains and Guards aſjeep by him. Here Abiſhai 
indeed was 1n the mind of other men, not to ſpare 
their Sovereign when they have got him into their 
power, Then faid Abiſha; unto David, God hath de- 
livered thine enemy into thine hand this day ; now there- 
fore let we ſmiite bim, [ pray thee, with the ſpear, even to 
the earth at once; and I will not ſmite him the ſecond 
time: But David, from the ſame Principles of Conſci- 
ence,” and Religion that had reſtrained him before,tor- 
bids any ſuch thing, as containing the moſt horrid 
Si and Guilt10-1t'; and this alſo frum a Reaſon that 
holds goodaitoall Sozereign Princes and Governours 
whatever - And Darid' ſzid to Abiſhai, Deſtroy him 


not ; 
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Fanuary the 2oth. 1683. 
not; for who can ſtretch forth his hand againſt the Lords 
anointed and be guiltleſs ? This Example of David is 


very full, and comes up to the greateſt Caſes, and 
allows of no Exceptions that can well be thought of 


to this his general Principle; and from that I ſhall of- 


fer to you theſe two things. 

1. The great Unlawfulneſs of refiſting, or draw- 
ing the Sword againſt the Sovereign Prince. 

2. The horrid Guilt of murdering him,and taking 
away his Life. 

Stretching out the Hand 1s a Phraſe may fairly be un- 
derſtood of both thoſe 3 tho' I confeſs it is here prin- 
cipally meant of the later ; but 'tis the Firſt is gene- 
rally the Cauſe of the other, and the Principle that 
leads to itz He that ſtretches forth his Hand ſo fat as 
to reſiſt his Prince, will ſtretch it a little farther to 
murder him too, if it be in his Power, and he finds it 
neceſlary for his Deſigns. I ſhall therefore firſt ſhew the 
unlawfulneſs of reſting the Prince, or drawing the 
Sword againſt him; and if we once make that good, 
we ſecure him from all Attempts and Outrages upon his 
Life: And this upon ſeveral Accounts. 

1. From the Practice and Example of the wiſeſt and 
beſt Men, who under the moſt hard and unjuſt Uſages, 
the azoſt cruel Sofferings from their Governors; and 
in the worſt Caſes that can well be put, yet always 

ſubmitted patiently,and never wade uleof any Force, 
or violent Reſiſtance againſt them. I have prevented 
my ſelf in the Inſtance of David, which is ſo conſi- 
derable as may ſerve for a full Example of this under 
the Old + pre ;tho' I might here mention the Be- 
haviour of the Jews, under the Bondage and Cruelty 
of Pharaoh, who when he oppreſt them unmercifully, 
and murdered their Children asſoon as bornzand gave 
them the greateſt Proyocations to have freed and re- 

venged 
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venged themſclves,yet they never made any Attempts 
that way; tho' by Pharoab's own Confeſſion, they 
were more and mightierthan the Egyptiansthemſelves, 
Exod. 1. 9.But I chooſe rather to offer you what more 
concerns us Chriſtians; tho' it would be a great 
Shame if we ſhould come ſhort in this of the murmu- 
ring, and ſtiff necked, and Rebelliows Fews; and that 
1s the Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians; which as they are Patterns to us of all 
thoſe Vertues that they taught and commanded ; fo 
eſpecially of Loyalty, Obedience, and patient Submiſſt- 
on to the Governours which God had ſet over them 
and this is more remarkablein them, becauſe they hap- 
pened to live under ſuch Governours as were the 
moſt notorious for all manner of Wickedneſs, and e- 
ſpecially for Cruelty and Injuſtice; and that molt par- 
ticularly to them, as well as others : and yet even un- 
der Tiberivs, whom Swetoniws relates, as a Man infa- 
mous, not only for Cruelty to his neareſt Relations, 
but even for ſuch Luſts and Debaucheriesas werenot 
fit to be related; our Bleſſed Saviour ſhew'd himſelf 
a quiet and obedient SubjeF, and paid Tribute at the 
Expence even ofa Miracle, Matth. 17. 27.And under 
the Emperor's Preſident, which was Pontius Pilate, 
he patiently ſuffered a moſt cruel and ſhametul Death, 
that he was no ways worthy of ; and which hecould 
have reſcued himſelf from by a Legion of Angels,had he 
pleaſed ; but he neither thought tt to make uſe of 
them, or his Diſciples, to deliver him from the Hands 
of Violence and Injuſtice; but had occafion to ſhew 
his Diſlike of all ſuch Deſigns, and of all manner of 
reſting, or making uſe of the Sword againſt the Au- 
thority of our Governours, in that famous Caſe of 
St. Peter, Matt. 26. 51, 52. who, when in Defence 
of his Maſter, againſt thofe who came to EI 

im, 
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Fanary the oth. 168: 
him, he drew his Sword, and ſmote a Servant of the 
High Prieſt, and cut off his Ear. Jeſs made Amends 
for it by a Miracle, and commanded him to put up his 
ſword into its placez and that with a Declaration that 
does for ever condemn the making uſe of the Sword 
againſt the Authority of the Magiltrate, tho' it be to 
defend an innocent perſon from the greateſt Injury : 
For all they that take the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword, 
that is, who take it againſt their Rwlers,or thoſe whom 
they appoint or commilſion ; For this was not againſt 
the High Prieſt himſelf, but his Servantz and neither 
was he the Supreme Governour at that time. 

The Apoſtles of our Saviour followed this excellent 
Example of their Blefled Maſter, when all of them, 
except one, ſuffered Martyrdom, under that Govern- 
ment that they fo quietly ſubmitted to; and fo tar 
was St. Paul from reſiſting, that he repented of an ha- 
ſry and inconſiderate Word, that he ſpake againſt the 
High Prieſt, who was judging him againſt the Law, 
Ads 23.5. Andnever did St. Peter pretend any ſuch 
power, by Vertue of his Supremacy, as ſome that call 
themſelves his Succeſſors have done fince ;z nor in any 
of the fiſt and beſt Ages of Chriſtianity were there 
any Tumults, or Seditions, or Fadions made againit 
the Government, tho' they were vaſtly numerous, 
and had hll'd,asTertullian tells the Heathens themſelves, 
all their Cities, and Caſtles, and all the places and 
parts of the Empire ; yet Nunquam Albiniani, tel Ni- 
quiam, vel Caſſiani inveniri potuerunt Chriſtiani, No 
Chriſtians were ever of the Number of any of the 
Movers of Treaſon or Seaition, of what Party ſoever : 
They endured unheard of Cruelties from their Gover- 
nours ; the greateſt Tortares that "the Wit and Ma- 
liceof their Enemies could invent; and this often, as 
they complained in their Apologies, againſt Law too, 
ſuch 
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ſuch as would have ſtirr'd up thoſe who had power to 
defend themſelves, had they not learn'd ſuch Princi- 
ples from their Religion as forbad it; and theſe were 
then ſo powerful upon their Minds, being no doubt 
often inculcated by their Teachers, as made ſever 
thouſand Souldiers, who were Chriſtians in Maximia- 
ws his Army, to ſuffer themſelves to be all ſain and 
murdered tor the fake of their Religion, when the 
were all armed, and in a poſture to have reſifted h 
force, and defended themſelves. More famous and 
greet Examples I might give of this; but in the ſe- 
cond place. 

2. This was g Chriſtian Principle, and a Command 
of the Goſpel, upon which they grounded their Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion to their Governours; elle their 
Example would not be ſo conſiderable z but might 
ſeem to have proceeded from Weakreſs and Inability, 
from Timorouſneſs and Caution, orthe like; but no- 
thing is a plainer, or more peremptory Command in 
the whole Goſpel, than to be obedient to our Gover- 
nours, and not to reſiſt them. I need name butthat 
very well known place, Rome. 14. 1 Let every ſoul 
be ſubjef& to the higher powers ; and at the Second, Who- 

ſoever reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, 
and they that reſiſt, ſhall recerve to themſelves Damnation; 
and that this xgjug is not only a tempora), but a Di- 
vine and Eternal Judgment, is plain from the fifth 
Verſe, Wherefore ye mft nteeds be ſubje@, 19t ouly for 
Wrath, but even for Conſcience ſake: Not only for 
Fear of that preſent Danger you may otherwiſe incur; 
but alſo from the Sence of a future Puniſhment, 
and the Confideration of Refigion and another 
World. | 

The very Tewper:and Spirit of Chriſtianity is againſt 
Reſiſting 3 1t commands Meekneſls and Quietneſs, 
Peaceable- : 


Famiary the 36th 168: 9 
Peaceableneſs and Gentleneſs, the bearing of Injuries 
patiently from private perſons, much more from our 
Governours 3 the bearing the Croſs, and ſuffering all 
the Evils in the World, rather than doing the leaſt ; 
the ot revenging our ſelves, but rather giving place unto 
Wrath ; and all thoſe Duties that take off that turbu- 
lent, and furious, and unquiet Diſpofition, from 
whence the reſiſting of Governours proceeds; all thoſe 
Rebelliows Lufts, from whence come Civil Wars and 
Fightings among us: And it is very ſtrange therefore 
that Religion ſhould ever put men upon that which 
it ſo expreſly forbids, that men ſhould think it Jaw- 
ful to reſiſt their Governours, upon the Account of 
that which plainly diſallows any ſuch thing. Popery 
15a Religion moſt corrupt and dangerousto the Souls 
of Mens and therefore to be oppoſed by all lawful 
ways by every honeſt Man; but to reſsſ# and rebell a- 
gainſt our Governours for the fear of it; nay,for the 
thing it ſelf, ſhould God in his Judgment bring it up- 
on us, is what the Goſpel forbids upon pain of Dam- 
nation,and what the firſt Chriſtians never did againſt 
Paganiſm ; and yet they were as hearty Enemies to 
that as we can be againſt Popery. 

3. I might add in the third place, that Reſiſtance 
is moſt contrary to the Conſtitution of our own Crovern- 
ment, to the Fundamental Eſtabliſhments of it ; the 
many publick Ads and Declarations that are made 
concerning itz and the many Oaths by which we are 
reſtrained againſt it ; it would be tedious to name 
theſe here; and thereare few can be ignorant of them, 
who are themfelves bound to take, and I hope they 
think themſelves bound alſo to keep them, tho' there 
have been fome who have forgot all thoſe, and could 
as eaſily unlooſe them, as Sampſon did his Withsz and 
then fet themſelves free from oy Precepts & —_— 
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of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chriſtians, 
by thisColovr and Pretence,that the Government under 
which they lived, was of another Nature than ours is 
in Erglend; and that ſuch is our Conſtitution, 2s 
makes all thoſe impertinent,and of very little Regard 
here: And by the ſame way, might they net di(- 
charge Wives, and Children,and Servants from thoſe 
Duties the Goſpel requires of each of them? Bccaule 
there was great Difterence between the State and 
Condition of thoſe among the Jews, the Romans,and 
the Greciars formerly,and with #4 now. 

I confeſs, had we ſich a Government as the Lace- 
demonians under their Kings and Ephori, or as 1s 1n 
ſome other places, where the true Sovereignty 1s 
not as It is here in the Prince, they might run the 
Queltion into this, who were the Higker Powers, to 
whom Obedience and No#-reſiſtance did belong, accor- 
ding to the Scriptures? But no Engliſh-man can have 
reaſon to doubt of that here, who knows the Conſti- 
tution of our own Kingdom, and can no more be igno- 
rant who has the Sovereign Power, than a Servant, 
who is the Maſter of the Houſe he lives in. 

4. As Reſiſtance of our Governours 1s againſt the 
Examples, and the Principles of Chriſtianity 3 and 
alſo contrary to the Conſtitution of our own Go- 
vernment; ſo 'tis contrary alſo, to Reaſon and Equity, 
and- moſt prejudicial to the Good of the World, and 
the Welfare of Mankind : For what wauld. be the Et- 
te of it, but perpetual Tumult and Diſorder, Con- 
fuſion and Anarchy. Government was deſigned for 
the publick Benefit of the World, and next to the 
Being of a God, and-a- Providence, 'tis that which 
preſerves, and is the greateſt Bleſſing to Mankind, z 
which ſecures our Lives from Violence, our Eſtates 
fFom Rapige and is a common Fence,or Hedge, that 

encloſes. 


armary the 30th: 168: I 
encloſes whatever we enjoy-in Safety and Security ; 
and if it were lawful to break this down upon every 
Pett and Diſtaſte againſt our Governours, we ſhould 
but lay all open, and in Common again, and become 
a Prey, and a Spoil to the moſt *ſtrong and crafty : 
If we might reſiſt, and fall to Force. and Violence, 
whenever we liked not what was done by our Supe- 
riours, then we ſhould be no longer Sabjets than 
we thought fit our ſelves: Their Authority over us 
ſhould laſt no longer than we our ſelves judged it to 
ſuit with our Intereſt, or Humor, or Inclination 5 
and then it would be impoſſible to provide either 
for Peace or Juſtice, or attain any of the Ends for 
which Government was defigned and eſtabliſh'd. 

It is poſfible indeed that ſome Inconveniencies may 
happen ſometimes to Mankind, by their Governours 
abufing their Power and Authority, and uling it 10 
ſerve their own Wills and Pleaſures,rather than pub- 
lick Good, and the Welfare of thoſe who are under 
them. This T queſtion not, but may happen, and 
often has ſo and did ſo, eſpecially under thoſe Empe- 
rours,to whomyet theScripture commanded Obedience 
and ' Non-reſjſtance;, but there is much leſs Miſchief 
likely to befall Mankind from thence then there 
would, if they ſhould be allowed to diſobey and re- 
fiſt as they thought fitting. It is not poſſible to prevent 
all manner of Inconveniencies, and fecure our ſelves 
apainſt all poſſible Evils in this World ; but whate- 
ver great ones Mankind may lie open to, from the 
Princes abuſe of his Power , to the vioalting of his 
Subjeds Rights and Properties; yet there would be 
abundantly more and greater, if either upon our Mi- 
ſtakes or Jealouſies, or the unreaſonable Fears and 
Pretences of deſigning and unpeaceable Men,it were 
lawful to reſs#, and make a "29a; Oppoſition againſt 
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| our Governours. And for this very Reaſon, 1 que- 
1 ſtion not but that God, who deſigns the greateſt good 
to Mankind that here we are capable of,has thus frz'd 
and determined it 3 and if Men would well corfider 
it, they might ſee the Reaſonableneſs and Equity , 
and even the Neceflity of its being fo; but I haſteto 
the ſecond thing, which is chiefly here meant by 
ſtretching out the Haxd, and that is the murdering and 
taking away the Life of God's anginted; and *tis that 
for which our Nation does Perance this day, and is 
the greateſt Reproach to our Nation and Religion. 

The horrible Guilt of this I ſhall repreſent in two. 
Particulars. 

1. From the Conſideration that he was God': a- 
nointed, which was that which made David not dareto 
doſo impiows a thing,7.e.one appointed or ordained of 
God, as all Princes and Governours are : For there is 
= no Power but of God, the Powers that be, are ordained. 
| of God. Rom. 13. 2. that is, that Authority by 

which King's Reign,and Princes decree: Juſtice,isimme- 
diatcly from God, as the Fountain of all Power and: 
Authority, and the chief Sovereign of the World,from 
whom all others do truly receive theirs.  Fhe Word 
anvinted, was uſed from the Cuſtom of anointing 
Princes by God's Command, as a Ceremony of [nve- 
{titure and Inauguration of them to their Govern- 
ment 3 but it is given alſo to thoſe to whom Gad 
hath given Severerge Power and Authority without thats 
as Cyrxs 1s called the Lord's anointed, Iſa. 45 1.tho' 

* the way of anointing was not in uſe among the Perſi= 
ans. 

God, as he was pleaſed to mprint his own Image 
and Likeneſs upon Humane Nature, fo to Princes and 
Governours he communicates ſome of his own Power, 
and Greatneſs; and Majeſty; and they are his _ 
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diate Deputies and Vicegerents commiſſionated as it 
were to govern and rule, and order this Lower 


'World; and therefore are [tiled Gods, and have the 


Name even of Elohim, given them, Pſal. 82. 6. and 
then if it be a kind of refilting God, and a refiſting 
the Ordinance of God to: refilt them, what is it to 
mmrder, and take away the Lives of theſe Earthly 
Gods, thoſe who arc anointed and commillionated, 
ordained and appointed by God himſclf? If it be ac- 
counted Treaſon by Humane Laws, to kill a Judgeor 
a Juſtice upon the Bench; or an Inferiour Magiſtrate 
in the performance of his Office, becauſe he bears the 
Perſon, as it were of the King 3 then is it not Crimer 
leſe Majeſtatis divine,aT reaſon againſt God,and ofthe 
higheſt Nature,to deſiroy and ww7der one that is God's 
immediate Deputy and Commiſſzoner, and an Officer 
appointed to govern ſuch a part of the World under 
him? 

2, It has all theGuilt in it of the moſt horrid Mur- 
der; for fach is taking away the Life of any Man, 
without a juſt Power and Authority; and this is 
committed only to the Governour by God, who is 
the Lord of Life and of Death; and as this is wholly 
derived from God, and plainly ſhews, that the Ma- 
giſtrate has this his Power wholly from him, and not 
from the People, becauſe they who have not Power 
over their own Lives, can never give that to the 
Prince which «| 2y have not themſelves; and there- 
fore this jus C:.4dii, this Power over Mens Lives 
muſt come 7i#:- 4iately from God to the Magiſtrate , 
and fince Goi has declared, that Vengeance is his, 
Rom. 12. 19. «ſpecially that Vengeance which ap- 
pears in all Cap.tal Puniſhments, the Ruler mult be 
his Miniſter to «< xecute Vengeance in this manner, and 
to this Degree,to all tuat do ſuch Evil as — it 
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Rom. 13. 4. For he is this :x4nggs, or Revenger, by an 
Authority received, immediately from God , and 
not from Men, who have not ſuch a Power and Do- 
minion over themſelves, and thercfore cannot trans- 
fer it to him 3 from whence therefore ſhall the People, 
or the whole Community challenge to themſelves 
this Power over the Life of their Sovereign, fince the 
Power over th-ir Lives is commnttcd to him only by 
God? As the yretending this is the uſurping upon 
the Divine Authority, {o 'tis the molt Forrid and wit- 
lanous Murr im the Worid, not only ©:t a Man, who 
bears the Image of God, witch was the rea'or given a- 
gant Hom:cide, Gen. 9. 6. but of a King, who bears 
the Imeye of God npon arother Account alſo, as he 
his ſome Rays of the Divine Majeſty and Greatneſs, 
and Authority, communicated to him above other 
Men ; and it is no way an Abatement, but an Ayg:a- 
vation of the Crime to do this in a pompous way 
of Indicrows and pretended Juſtice: For that is as it a 
Company of Robbers, before they took away a Man's 
Purſe, ſhould bring him to ſome of their Fellows, 
and they tell him, that property was an Encroach- 
ment upon thenatural Right that all Mankind equal- 
ly had to the things of the World; and becauſe he 
had traitereyſly and feloniouſly infring'd this,and other 
Rights and Priviledges that belong 'd to them, there- 
fore they condemn'd him to deliver his Purſe imme- 
diately, Juſt ſach a Mock-thing as this was the 
High Conrt of Juſtice; and juſt ſo much Power had 
they to condemn and murder their anointed Sove- 
reign, 

And if all Mxrder be a Sin that cries loud to Hea- 
ven for Vengeance, and brings a Guilt,not only up- 
on the particular Shedders; but defileth a Land, as 
God exprely ſays, Numb. 35. 33. And even an un- 
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* certain Murder was to be expiated by all that lived 


within any City of ſuch a Diſtance from it, Dent 21. 
Then what Vengeance may we think due, beſides 


! what we have felt already for the Blood of our Late 


Martyr'd Sovereign? And how ſhall this City, that 
was, [ am ſure, at no great diſtance, the neareſt [I 
doubt on all accounts, to this bloody Murder, be &x- 
piated and atoned from it? Let us uſe that Prayer 
that was appointed in that Caſe, tho' God knows in- 
finitely below and unlike ours, with which I ſhall 
conclude: Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy People Iſ- 
rael, whom thou haſt redeemed, whom thou hait re- 
deemed at laſt from the Slavery and the Cruelty of 
thole bloody and violent Men, and /ay not innocent 
Blood unto thy People of Iſraels Charge ; and God grant 
that this Blood may be forgiven unto this Kingdom; 
ard that, for the ſake of that precious Blood of Chrilt,, 
which ſpeaketh better things than the Blood of Alet, 
or the Blood of Charles the Firſt, 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be 
all Honour and Glory, Praiſe and Thankgsgivine, 
both now, and for evermore. 
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For who can ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's 
anointed, and be guiltleſs ? 


laſt Thirtieth of Jarwary; the day wherein our 
Nation ſtands infamous to Polterity, for the 
Murder of our Late Martyred Sovereign : How 
many ſuch black Days are we to have, to ſtain and 
diſcredit-our Engliſh Kalendar Will the Traitors of 
our Nation equal the Number of the Rowiſh Saints ? 
D They : 


| Begun a Diſcourſe to you on theſe Words the 


temas, Od Er re ee a Wen mos 
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They will in time, I doubt not, bid fair for it, and 
very much out-do them, had they but every one a 
day : But it is to be hoped, Poſterity will be fo kind 
to us, as to think the Villany of the one as incre- 
dible as the Miracles of the other ; and put our 
Plots in the fame Rank with their fabulous Legends; 
elſe we had need of another fort of AZ of Oblivion, 
that may make T7me forget as well as Law; and blot 
out our Reproachto after Ages : How will it el{elook 
to thoſe who ſhall have recovered their Engliſh Ver- 
tue and Loyalty, that their Anceſtors, who were nei- 
ther wild, nor barbarous, ignorant, nor irreligious, 
ſhould yet ſtand upon Record for doing ſuch things 
as the darkeſt Paganiſps did never allow, nar the ſava- 
geſt people ſcarce cver commit? 

One of the beſt Princes that ever fate, not only 
upon the Ergliſh, but upon any Throne, brought as 
a MalefaFor before the Bench of his meaneſt SubjeQts, 
when every man in the Kingdom can claim his Pri- 
viledge of being tryed only by; his Peers; condem- 
ned there by a Mock Scene of Juſtice, and barbarou- 
fly executed upon|a Scaffold before his own Palace. 

And ſhould I now tell you of the Excellent Son 
of that Good Father,murdered by as vile, but amore 
ſecret way, by a Company of bloody Villains, lying 
in Wait and- Ambuſh for him, making His Sacred 
Body the Mark of their murdering Weapons, and 
levelling their loaded Blunderbuſſes at their Sove- 
reigns Heart: That Heart which had always ſomuch 
Clemency and Tendernefs for his worſt Enemies ; 
and ſpared even many of their Lives, who are now, 
without Pity, taking away his: Should I tell you 
how many gaping Wounds they made in his Royal 
Breaſt ; and how the precious Blood guſh'd from e- 
very Artery, and ran down from every open = 
ce, 
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fice, like common Water ſpilt upon the Ground, 
till the anointed of the Lord, thus ufed by mercileſs 
Villains, lay gaſping and beſmeared in his own, and 
his Brothers Blood. Lord, how dreadful is it to de- 
ſcribe or imagine what they would have committed ! 
And when they had done this,they could ſtop at no- 
thing 3 but go on like thirſty Blood-hownds, to kill 
and deſtroy,to maſſacre thouſands of his faithful Sub- 
jets, to attend their beloved Prince, till they had 
made Rivers of Blood flow in every Street,and fill'd 
every place with Slaughter and Confuſion: Should 
I tell you all this, and lay open ſo bloody a Scene 
before your Eyes, 'twould be but the very Hiſtory 
of the late intended Tragedy, of that Hel/;h Conſpira- 
cy, which Heaven, whom we thank this day, and 
can never ſufficiently thank all our Lives, has deli- 
ver'd us from: When we look back upon it,and view 
the Danger we have eſcaped, the pleaſing Horrour 
confounds us,and ſcarce leaves us Sences to be thank- 
ful as weought.l ſhall therefore take off your thoughts 
a little from the thing it ſelf, and put you upon think- 
ing what it can ever be,that ſhould engage men in ſuch 
ſftupendows Villanies astheſe: what hellifh Charms can 
ever draw men into ſach abominable Deſigns; and 
how thofe, who call themfelves Mer and Chriſtians, 
and, what they are more fond of than either, Prote- 
ſtants, (ſhould be guilty of what is ſo contrary and 
reproachful to all thoſe Honourable Names. 

It had been nothing fo ſtrange, if theſe men had 
been of a Religion, whoſe very Makeis Treaſonable, 
which has mingled Treaſon even with its Offices of Re- 
ligion, and its Articles of Faith. Had they been of 
that Church, which obliges thoſe of its Communi- 
on to werſhip Traitors as Saints, and'to hold depoſimg 
of Kings as a Catholick "DiGi Had they wy 
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thoſe General Councils that have decreed this, and 
acknowledged that Infallible Head, who. could in 
Cathedra commend the Aflaflination of a Prince, and 
compare it to the beſt Aftions 1n Scripture, next our 
Saviour dying for Mankind : It had not been half ſo 
much to he wondred at,ifthey had thus fuckt Treaſor 
from the Breafts of their Roman Mother, or been nur- 
ſed up in it at a Popiſh Seminary; then it would have 
been but natural to have had the Poyſon brokeout 
ſometime or other into Plots, if the Scaſon had been 
fair, and outward Circumſtances not driven it in. 
But to renounce Popery with great Zeal, and yet re- 
tain what is the moſt Uxchkriſtian 1n 1t, and to pre- 
tend to Proteſtancy; and yet allow what every Pro- 
teſtant Church in the World condemns,is to reſolveto 
be a Traitor, and to be of no Religion at all. 

Treaſon in Papiſts, is like Original Sin to Mankind ; 
they all have it in their Natures, though many of 
them may deny it, or not know it; and tho” it break 
not out in all to the ſame outward Extravagancies 5 
but in Proteſtants it is like the Italian Diſtemper, it 
was firſt brought from another Country, and is no 
way natural to our own, tho' the InfeQion has 
been taken by too mazy,who had an 1]l Temper pre- 
pared for it, and others, if they take not Care, are 
liable to catch it by the Lewdneſs of Ambition, Re- 
venge, or Diſcontent. © 

There is no Church in the World that I know of, 
but the Romiſh, which teaches Trea/on : I wiſh I 
could ſay, there were no Men but they who did fo ; 
but if there be too many, it cannot however with 
Juſtice be charg'd upon any Proteſtant Chureh,who all 
diſown it; any more than Atheiſm, or Polygamy can 
be charged to the Church of Rome, becauſe ſome of 
their Members have defended, and beenguilty of thoſe 

Crimes ; 
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* Crimes; but where ever it is in Pope or Presbyter, in 


Conclave or Claſs, in Feſuite or Fanatick, 'tis to be 
abhorred, deteſted, abominated by every good Chri- 
ſtian ;and he that canthink upon it withour doing G, 
and not Jet his Heart and his Tongue rife up againlt 
it, may in time [| doubt, be brought to commit it. 
Stretching out the hand to refiit the Prince is moſt 
plainly unlawful, asI ſhowed you formerly, fromthe 
Examples and thePrinciples of the Chriſtian Religion, 
from the Conſtitution of our own Government, and 
from the conſideration of the publick Good and Peace 
of the World; and that to Murder,or take away his 
Life, 15 the moſt horrid guilt that can be ; I then un- 
derito9d that Phraſe of Stretching ont the hand in both 
thoſe Senſes, and fo it takes in both the Parts of this 
preſent Conſpiracy ; and indeed though Monſters do not 
uſe to be alike, yet this does ſo much reſemble that o- 
ther Treaſon in itsmain parts and in its manner cf pro- 
duction, thatI could think of nothing fitter to ſhew 
the /i/lany of this,and to antidote mens minds againſt 
the like, for the future, then by reviving the ſame 
thoughts in your minds, and by proceeding further 
on the ſame Subject; andeſpecially. in that Method 
which ſhall meer with thoſe Obje&ions which are 
brought againſt that Duty of Norreſiſtarce;, thoſe are 
chiefly ſome outlying Caſes as they account them, which 
come not into this general Duty, but are Exemptions 
from itz and theſe are they by which Men are gene- 
rally drawn into 7reaſor, which is a Sin too ugly in 
its looks totemptiien, if it worenot a Vizard, *Tis 
theſe Caſes which by a Rebelliaws Witchcraft, are calt 
like Miſts before Mens eyes, .and fo they are jugled 
and ſeduced into the ſaddeſt Ireaſons and Conſpiracies ;, 
though a great many of them are like the Propoſalsof 
Mathematicians,to move the Earth if you grant _ 
uc 
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ſuchand ſuch Poſtulala, and allow things to be ſo or- | 
dered as they would ſuppoſe, which can never be * 


really done, and the Earth is in no danger to be mo- 
ved for all their Demonſtrations 3 yet theſe Men do 
really move the Kingdom, and turn itout of its place 
by fancied and Romantick Cafes, which it is impoſtble 
perhaps, ſhould ever come intopraCtice. But I intend 
to conlider ſuch Caſes as are thought more probable 
and plauſible, and which are the common Stumbling- 
blocks that lie in the way of this Duty, and caufea great 
many, asthey did our preſent Conſpirators, to fall into 
that Treaſonable Gulph, which wholly ſwallows them 
up, if they come too near the brink of it. 
They are theſe four. 


The Caſe of Religion, The Caſe of Legal Rights, The \ 
Caſe of Natural Defence, and the otherwiſe Remedileſs | 


Caſeof Mankind, by the Encroachment of Princes, 


T. The Caſe of Religion, which is the greateſt and moſt 
important Concern to Mankind, wherein their Souls and 


their Eternal Fortunes lie all at ſtake; and both they and 


their Poſterity may looſe what is more valuable then their 
Lives or Eſftates,if they ſland not up ſometimes and fight for 
their God and their Altars, which were Confiderations that 
always inſpired Men with the greateſt Courage and Reſo- 
lution. 

If a Prince ſhall ſet upa falſe and Idolatrous Religion 
JE. | robo to deftroy the true Worſhip of God, here they 


think, both a Zeal for hinms and Religion, and a Care of © 


their own andtheir Poſterities Salvation, calls loudly wpon 
them to reſiſt him to the utmoſt, and with the noble Macca- 
bees, to ſhed the laſt drop of their Blood for their Religion 
gnd their Temple. If the Proteſtant Religion be like to 


be overthrown and Popery tobe brought in, this #s ſuch an 


allarum to thoſe who love the one and hatethe other, as will | 
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* not fail to bring in vaſt numbers forcibly to Reſiſt that 
* Prince who ſhall ever attempt it ; and think it their duty 
ſo to do. 


To which I ſhall give this general Anſiver. 


That we may {how our Zeal and our Love to our 
Religion, a better way then by thus Reſiſting and 
Fighting for it, for that 1s to do what our Religion 
expreſly forbids, which can no way conſilt with that 
love we ſhould have for it ; They who are ſuch Gal- 
lants for their Religion, as immediately to draw and: 
fight forit, do commonly abuſe and proſtitute it to 
ſome ill and Carnal ends, and are (ſeldom ſuch chaſte, 
and conſtant, and pure Lovers of it, as they pretend, 


Our Saviour and his Apoſtles had without doubt as 


much love for Chriſtianity,and were as zealous to pre- 
ſerve and maintain it as we can be, but yet never 
thought fit to ſhow it this way, by Reſting the Au- 
thority that then was, though it did all it could to 
deſtroy it. 

There is another, and a much better way to de- 
monſtrate the higheſt Atfection for our Religion, and 
that is by ſuffering for it, and enduring al! manner 
of Evils rather then forſaking it ; and this is a like- 
lier Method to preſerve and propagate it, and to 
tranſmit it- down to Poſterity both with fafety and 


; credit; By this very way Chriſtianity has come down 


to us, in a Channel of blood indeed, but that drawn 
from its own Friends and Profeſlors who laid down 


| their Lives for it, but not the leaſt drop from its 


Enemies. 

The Maccabees were zealous indeed for their Law, 
and fought for it, but not againſt their own Lawful 
Prince, but an Enemy that invaded them, for ſuch 
was Aztiochws, who uſed all manner. of provoking 
Impiety. 
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Impicty and barbarous Cruelty againſt the Jews who 
were not his rightful Subjects, and might therefore 
reſcue themſelves from his Oppreflion and unjuſt 
Uſurpation. | 

At other times when any of the Jewiſh X05 ſet up 
Idolatry, and Worſhipt Baal or othe: Faliz Gods, 
noneot the Prophets who were them: zealous Lo- 
vers of their Law, and rebuked the P:rces for thoſe 
Faults to their very Faces, did yet ever call upon the 
Elders,or encourage the People to Reſ;ſt them, or to 
fhght for their Religion. 6 

Popery is an abominable and 1dolatrows Religion, the 
molt corrupt of any Seftor Party that callsit (elf Chri- 
ſtian, and the moſt dangerous to the Souls of Men, 
but 'tis a better way to keep it out With our Hands 
bound to the Stake, then ſtretcht out againſt our Lawful 
Sovereign 3 and we ſhall ſhow our love to Proteſtancy | 
much better, by dying for it our ſelves, if need be, | 
then by killing others. One Life of our own Sacrifi- 
ced to it, is a Nobler Offering, and more acceptable 
to God and our Saviour, than a thouſand Victims at 
the experice of other Mens Lives. 


2. If Men may not Reſiſt purely for Religion and to 
defend that, yet when they have Law on their ſides, either | 
for iteir Religion or any thingelſe, and their Princes who 
are bound to keep the Law, wil! zet aF againſt it, and | 
deſpoil them of their Civil Rights ard Priviledges, or in- | 
rade their Properties and deſtroy their Religion contrary | 
to Law, and tothe ſetled Conjiitutions of the Kingdom ; | 
then ſurely they may forcibly dejend their Laws, and con- © 
ſequently their Religion, or ary thing that is thus twiſted | 
and complicated with their Laws which it is not in the | 
Princes power to alter or unlooſe. t 

To thisI ſhall return a Treble Anſwer. _ ; 
I. j 
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1. If the Law had made a Proviſion and expreſly 
allow'd Reſiſtance, when any ſuch Cafes ſhould hap- 
pen, however fooliſh a Conſtitution that had been, 
yet the Caſe had veenmuch ſtronger, and the nullity 
of the allowance not fo ealie to be made out, as in 
the German Empire there is ſuch a Proviſion made, 
that if the Emperour invade the Eſtabliſht Rights of 
the Princes, who though they are Sovereignsin their 
own Territories, yet are {worn SubjeQs to him, they 


may take Arms, and ſuch a Capitulation there was 


formerly between the King of Spain and the Low 
Conntries 3 but in our Kingdom there is plainly noſuch 
thing, andcare has. been taken that none ſhould ima- 
gine that there was any ſuchkind of facit or implicit 
condition, the Law making an expreſs Declaration to 
the contrary, to wit, That it is unlawful to reſiſt up- 
0n any account whatſoever, which puts the thing out of 
all manner of diſpute, that we cannot by Law reſiſt 
thoughit beto defend what wehave by Law, for that 
would be to at againſt one expreſs Law, whilſt we 
were defending another. 

2. As long as the Power of the Sword is wholly in 
the King by the Law of God and of Man, who ſhall 
ever uſeordraw it without an authority derived from 
him? From whenceelſe ſhall any Man have a Commiſ- 
ſpon to raiſe Companies, to array an Army, to bea Com- 
manderor a General over them, and to ule that force 
which is often neceſſary for the execution of Juſtice, 
and giving force to Laws? for without that they are 
often but dead Letters, and therefore no Man can 
be the Guardien of the Laws, who 1s not the Keep- 
er of the Sword, which is committed to the Prince 
alone. 


" WM 3. If 
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3. If a Prince will injure his Subjects, and invade 
their Rights, nay, and their Lives againſt Law ; when 
they have tried all other means, they muſt as Chriſt 
did patiently fabmitto an wrjzſt Sentence, rather then 
refiſt ; and, asthe firſt Chriſtians did, whooktencom- 


plain'd that they 'were puniſht adverſas former, ad- 


verſm naturam judicandi, contra ipſas quoque leges, Ter- 
tull. Apologet. c.2. and that their Perfecutors would 
not let them havertheſame benefit of the Roman Laws 
with others, «liter in nos quam in ceteros nocentes diſpo- 


nitis, ibid. and yet the great numbers he theretells , 


them they had, didnotput them upon Reſiſting z and 
as St. Paul did, who though inconfiderately, and m 
Paſſion, he call'd the High-Prieſt a Whited-wall, be- 
cauſe when he ſat 10 Fadge him after the Law, he com- 
mnandea hin to be ſmitten contrary v0 the Law, Atts 23.3, 
yet hepreſently acknowledged his fault, and own'd, 


that he ſhould not have ſo much as ſpoke evil of . 


a Ruler, though he puniſht him #Zegaily and con- 
rrary to the Law, and therefore much leſs have Reſ7- 
fted him. 


3. But though the Law of the Land forbids Reſpſtance, 
et the Law of Nature, which noother Law cax ſuperſede, 
will allow it for our own neceſſary defence and S$elf-Pre- 
ſervation ; #h4t # ſach a 'hathral Right as. can never be 
taken from ws, ahi nv» Man can ever be ſuppoſed to part 
whthal. By hs we way take away —_ fe in our 


own deftnce, aud yet fall under no Law of God or Man 

for it, and by this a Prince may be 'refiſted as well as a 
Robber, by: will rake away my Goods or my Life as un- 
ws 


} , 
To this I ſhall Anſwer Three things.. 


I, The 
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ſurd to prefer his own 0 good tothe publick, as 
| 2 
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1. TheLaw of Nature can at moſt, beſaid only to 
permit this, not to enjoyn it; if there were a Right of 
Nature that allow'd this, yet there cannot be a Law 
that commanded it, and obliged us to it, but a Man 
might ſtill part with his Natural Right without any 
fault, and it would be an Hereick inſtance of Vertue 
ro do fo, rather to give our own Life, or part with 
any Private Intereſt of our own, then take away the 
Life of another Man, and this to be ſure, is much the 
ſafer fide, whichis out of all danger and undoubted}y 
lawful, when there are great Reaſons to fear that 
Refiſting even 1n that Caſe may prove Dam- 
nable. 

2. Poſitive Conſtitutions may limit and reſtrain Na- 
tural Right in this orany other Caſc, or elſe all Pads 
and Covenants are in vain; nay, and all Civil Laws 
whatſoever, becauſe they doall of them, reſtrain Men 
from that which before they had a Natural Right to; 
andif we cannot by any means be abridged of that, 
then there is an end not only of all Government, but 
of all Property too, and Mankind may return into a 
Wild State of Nature, whenever they pleaſe. 

3. Thoughthe Law of Nature allows us to reſiſt 
private Violence in our own defence, yet it does not 
to refiſt the Publick Magiſtrate, for that would be 
deſtruftive of publick good and injurious to the 
Peace and Welfare of Mankind, which the other is 
not ; and thoughl may fairly ſtand upon my defence 
when there is only a competition between wy own 
and anothers private good, yet I muſt not do it when 

the Competition is between the publick-good, and 
my. own private; whoever conſiders himſelf as a 
Memberof the vaſt Body of Mankind, or of a parti- 
cular Kingdom, | muſt think it as unreaſonable and ab- 


to 
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to believe a ſingle part to be as great as the whole 3 
Thisis the Prime and Fundamental Law of Nature, to 
promote as faras we are able, the publick goed, and 
endeavourto increaſe, not ſo much our own private 
ſhare, as the common and publick ftock of Happineſs 
which belongs to the whole Company and Commu- 
nity,tn which our ownis likewiſe inchuded; and never 
to think that our own private and particular intereltis 
to be put inthe Ballance with that, and there 1s no- 
thing moreſtron againſt Refiſtance which would not 
fail to bring in > + greateſt publick Miſchief to avoid 
a leſs and more private one, then this very Confide- 
ration, which is the true meaſure, however large, of 
Moral good and evil, and the very Foundation of all 
the Laws of Nature, 


4. If neither upon the accaunt of Religion, nor Laws, 
wor yet Self defence, it be lawful to reſiſt the Prince, theu 
Mankind is left in a Remedileſs Caſe and Condition, and 
wiſt lie open to the continual Encroachments and Tyran- 
' wies of their Governours, and notwithſtanding all Laws 
for their ſecurity, yet if they muſt not ſtand up todefend, 
and if need be to fight for thoſe Laws, they are in the 
ſame condition as if they had none, for the Prince may 
break thoſe Spiders Webs when he pleaſes, and only uſe 
them as a Snare to catch others in he may enſlave and 
murder. us when he pleaſes, if he may not be Reſiſied 
when he thinks fit to do ſo. 

To which I Anſwer. 


1. We muſt never expe&to find out a Remedy A» 
gainſt all poſſible Inconveniencies in; this World, in 
this low and imperfett State we ſhall always be ſubject 
toſome-publick as well as private Evils;:the body pol;- 
tick will never be free from all manner of —— 
and. 
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and Diſeaſes any more then the body Natural, fuch-a 
Temperamentum ad pondwus can never be expected in ei- 
ther ' as:{hall Keep: then from all illneſs at preſent, or 
corruption atthe laſt, 

There can no more be a perte& Government, ſuch 
as we would fain imagine to our ſelves, then there 
can be a-perfett Circle or ſtreight line ſuch as Mathe- 
maticians'ſappoſe; Matter and Mankind will not be 
brought to'that exaCtneſs, but that ſome unevenneſs 
and irregularity will belong to both, and if we ſhould 
go about to pare all thoſe off, the incapacity of the 
Subje&t would not admit it, and we ſhould probably 
by our trying make them much worſe then they were 
before, ah endeavour to. patch up and amend the 
neceſſary 1mperfe&tions that attend this our preſent 
Stare, has made them commonly much greater and 
wider, as Paracelſ#s kill'd himſelf in his Youth by 


endeayouring to make himſelf Immortal. 


The Papiſts, to prevent all poſlibility of Errour 
in Divine things, which God has not, and Fm ſure, 
Man eannot make ſuch a Proviſion againſt as they 
would have, have brought in an Infallible Teacher 
into the Church, as a necefiary and plauſibleExpedi- 


ent'to' keep out all Herefte and Errour -that elſe we 


might be ſubjx& to fallinto; and ſee thegood of this 
notable device of theirs, it has brought more Er- 
rors and more dangerous and incurable ones into 
Chriſtianity, then it 'would ever have had with- 
out it. 

The ProjeQors of. the late times would: have the 
Prince accountable to the People to- prevent the ill 
uſe of his. Power : and-: Authority, but never. was 
more Mifchief done then: by that Traiterous Device, 
and/ the People could never have! been ,jn'a worſe 
caſe under the moſt 'grievous: Tyranny, 'then: _— 
uc 
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» ſuch Anarchy and Confuſion; They who ſhould take 
account of the Prince, 'hke:the Ephori or the Tri- 
bunes,\who ſhould take account: of-them? and who 
againof them ? we muſt run into an mfinite Circle, 
or we mult ſtop ſomewhere, and where ever we do 
we ſhall be juſt in theſame caſe. 

There muſt be unaccountable Sovereignty ſome- 
where, whatever Politick Abſurdities we may think 
follow fromit, asthere muſt be an indivilible part of | 
matter at the laſt, whatever Dithcultics Philoſophy 
may charge it with. 

2. A Legal Conſtitution, eſpecially ſo good an 
oneas our own,is a great ſecurity to us: This makes 
a Kingdom like a curious and well-made Machine fit- 
ly framed and joined together in its feveral parts, 
the Prince is the greater Wheel, andthe firſt Princi- 
pleof Motion in it, and the Law is like a Pendulum 
that evers and regulates that Motion, and though not- 
withſtanding that he ſhould happen to be irregular, 
yet he would hardly be able to' ſpoil the whole Me- 
chaniſm, and makeall the under wheels and other parts 
move contrary to their true make and {hape, ' which | 
the Law has given; them; the ſubordinate Officersare 
not bound to act illegally,” and 'would not eaſtly' be 
brought to it againſt their Oaths and their Intereſts, 
when they know they may be puniſht here, and ſhall . 
be damned for it hereafter 3- and whilſt the Handsand 
the Legs are to:execute the Commands of the Head, 
though they muſt not riſe up againſt that, yet that 
cannot-when it pleaſes put them into an unnatural 
Motion and diftortion; of! ot ee et x 

But though the Machine: might be difordered-alit- 
tle by ſome great ſhake: and-concufiton, yet while it 
1s ſo ſtrong, 'and ſo well-made, it: would come' right 
again in alittletime, and fall into is true:make and 

| proper 
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proper Motion. Res 'nolunt div male adminiſtrari, 
Things would not ſtand long bent by an ullega] 
force, but would by degrees unlooſen themſelves 
by a kind of natural Elalticity which the Law. gives 
them, b 

3. God's Providence and Government of the 
World is the belt ſecurity in this and all other Evils 
we are ſubjet to; If Parents will grieve their Chil- 
dren and be bitter againſt them, if Princes will injure 
their Subjects and Tyrannize over them, if a more 
powerful Prince will like a greater Pyrat Rob and 
Spoil his Neighbours, and make a ” <a of them, 
'tis God alone they muſt appeal to, and expect to be 
righted at his Tribunal. 

Princes are God's immediate Officers and Lieute- 
nants, and he will take particular inſpection over 
them, that they abuſe not his People committed to 
their Charge, to himalonethey are accountable, and 
therefore he who has exempted them from the Cogni- 
zance of others, will take the Matter into his own 
hands, and not ſuffer their faults to go unpuniſht ; 
But who art thou, © Subjett, who Judgeth thy Prince ? 
To his own Maſter be flandeth or falleth. To him they 
have given a Pledge by their Oaths, and if they 
break thoſe, Sats eft quod Deumexpedtent ultorem, it 
is ſafficient that be to who Vengeance belongeth, 18 the 
Avenger of all fuch, and thiske is in foternble a man- 
ner, that nothing has felt his Anger more dreadfully 
then a Tyrant's Conſcience, no body has had more 


* Horrours and Fears, more Stroaks of a Divine Ne- 


meſis upon him then he that has ufed tis Power to 
crue} andamyalt Deſigns ; the meanelt of his Vaſlals 
has not Flt fo much Torment and fo many Racks 
from him, as he has. done fram bis own Mind, nor 
has any half ſo much reafon to fear his Power as ye 
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has to be afraid of Gods; that great Patron of Ju- 
ſtice, and Great Governour of: the: World, who ru- 
leth the raging of the Sea and the Madneſs of the 
People, will ſet bounds alſo to the Power and Inju- 
ſtice of Princes, and ſofar as is neceſlary for the. 

of the World, and for his Wife Deſigns, ſo: far they 
ſhall go and no farther, but like Earthquakes and 
Tempeſts, and Inundations, we have no ſecurity 
againſt them, but from the Providence of God. 


Theſe are the chief Caſes and ObjeTiors againſt the 
Duty of Non: Reſiſtance or not Stretching out the hand 
againſt the Lord's Anointed ; and by theſe however 
Magical Deluſions the Evil Spirit of Rebellion has 
been conjured up, and. {till haunteth this Nation, 
and fills it with Plots and Treaſon, with Noiſe and 
Miſchief and Diſturbance ; and I know no ſuch way 
tolay it from ever rifing again, as a full and clear Re- 
ſolution to thoſe fore-mentioned Caſes which I have 
endeavourcd to give. 

As to the other way of Stretching out the Hand to 
take away the Life of the Lord's Anointed, that is fo 
Horrid and Villanous, that one would think it ſhould 
have none to defend it, though it have had ſome to 
commit- it, but there is no cauſe of intereſt ſo bad 
but it has had its Advocate, and when ever there has 
been a Clement or a Ravilliac, there has been a Con- 
feſlor to incourage if not a Pope and an Infallible 
Orator to commend him; the Opinions of the Jeſu- 
its are well known to be poſitive in the caſe, ; and 
others have faſhion'd their Weapons at the Forge of 
thoſe Philiſtines whick are to take away: the Lives of 
Princes, and though they are not come to Conſecrate 
Daggers for the purpoſe, and that becauſe, they:are 
againſt the Ceremony rather then the Vil/any, ay 
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ſtols and Blunderbuſles are thought to be Bleſſed In- 
ſtruments for doing the great Work ; though they 
expe notto be Sainted for it and adored in Heaven, 
yet they expe& what they will hardly allow the Saints 
themſelves, to have their Images ereted upon Earth, 
and Statues ſet up to their honour, and to the memo- 
ry of ſuch Noble Atchievements. Like Heroſtrat#s 
they deſign to make their Names Famous by doing 
ſome extraordinary Villany, and by daring to be 
wicked beyond the reſt of Mankind, The committing 
ſuch a Wickedneſs as others are aſtoniſht to think of, 
is to be an Hero # Villany, and they want nothing 
to out-do what has been ever done, or ever thought 


. of, but with the old Gyantsto pluck God out of his 


Throne, and /a to put downall Rule, and all Authority 
and Power, both in Heaven and Earth. 1 cannot think 
thar Men canfſeriouſly argue themſclves into ſuch Vil- 
Ianiesastheſe, butit muſt be the very ſame thing that 
makes the Devil a Rebel to God, which makes theſe 
Men Regicides, and Traytours to their Sovereign; a 
Proud, an Envious, a Diſcontented, and Diabolical 
Spirit that infinite Power cannot awe, nor infinite 
Goodneſs oblige ; but the Devil and a Scotch Conven- 
ticler are ſuch Sophiſters as can ſet off the moſt Hor- 
rid Villany, and repreſent this as ar Heroick Bravery, 
and a ſort of Gallantry that the Grecians and the Ro- 
mans thought fit to be rewarded with Crowns, and Sta- 
tnes, and publick Inſigns of Honour ;, the killing of Ty- 
rants was thought, a Vertue like that of Hercules, wbo 
deftroy'd abundance of thoſe Morſters, & nihil uſitatius 
qzam corum -intertectores in- Czlo collocari : ſays 

Fully ad Attic. L. 14. Ep. 16. Harmodius ard Ariſto- 

giton aud others were commended to the Skyes for theſq 

wery Performances ; and not only the Greeks and the 
Romars did thys commend and honour them, but even 
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in Scripture, Jacl, and Judith, aud Ehud, Barack, ad - 


Deborah, and thoſe Jewiſh Deliverers of their Conmiry 
ftand all upon the Records of Fame and the Divine Ap- 
probation for Mardering Kings and Tyrants that were 
the Enemies of God and his peculiar People, and when 
the Cauſe of God and His People, the Caſe of Religion 
and Conſcience is the great thing that is to be carried on, 
who that has a Zeal for thoſe, would not do any thing 
that is neceſſary for ſo glorious an end? 

Lucifer himſelf could hardly have inſtilled worſe 
Principles into the Angels when he pzrſuaded them 
to turn Devils and to forfake th& firſt Station: I 
ſhall give a particular Anſwer to the three Parts that 
it conſiſts of. 


1. As to the Grecians and the Romans, when they 
afixt ſuch worthy Names and Honours to the killers 


of Tyrants, they did not mean by Tyrants their law- -* 
ful Princes bur Uſvrpefs, that by force and violence : 
aſſumed an unjuſt Power to themſelves, contrary to ' 


the regular form of Government that was eſtabliſhed 
among them, ſuch as had no juft Title-to rule by the 
Laws of their Country, but invaded the Rights of 


their proper Governours, and over-turned the whole | 


a 


Frame of the Common-wealth, and againſt ſuch as : 
theſe they were empowered by the eſtabliſht Laws of ' 


their Conniry, by the Lex Solonis among the Greeks, 
and the Lex Valeria amongthe Romans; and if any 
were guilty of doing this to their lawful Governours, 
it muſt be reckoned as part of that Ferity and bar- 


barows Ignorance which was in thoſe Nations before | 


Chriſtianity taught them better, when to &zl/ them- 
ſelves was accounted as Heroic a Vertue as to Myrder 
4 Tyrant; but the Sobereſt amongſt them taught 
otherwiſe, 'E: apy *qcoy amimer, 8 is 4 
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fays Ariſtotle in his Politicks, the very Dodrine of 
Non-Reſiftance, & Stptrroy UN veropunmatvoy CamMics 
owyg.n mos eas TEeTPtpey, ſays Plutarch, Agis C& 
Cleom., The very words almoſt of David, It is not 
lawful to ſtretch forth the hand againſta Prince, and 
we have Examples even among(t both the Greeks and 
Romans of the ſame Puniſhment againſt thoſe who 
were concerned in the Murder of their Princes, that 
David inflied upon the Amalekite for the Death of 
Saul 2 Sam.1. 16. Alexander put him to Death who 
kil'd Dari#s that was his Sovereign, though he had 
been a great while Alexander's Enemy, and fo did 
Domitian, Nero's Freeman, who was but acceſſory to 
his Maſters Murdering of himſelf. 


2, As to the comparing this Villany with the acti- 
ons of Jael, and Judith, and Ehud,and others who de- 
{troyed thoſe their Enemies with whom they were in 
a State of War, or had particular Commiſſuns from 
God to authorize them 1n the doing ſuch extraordi- 
vary Atchievements, they might as well, and with 
as good reaſon argue,that becauſe David kill'd Go- 
lich and deſtroy'd the Philiſtines, that therefore he 
might have taken away the Life of Sau/; nay, that 
he might have made no more to kill him then the 
Lyon and the Bear, tor God's Anomted are account- 
ed by theſe Men, but asa ſort of Wolves and Tygers, 
and Beafts of prey, that ought to be deftroyed; and 
they may as well make uſe of the Example of Abra- 


' ham to Sacrifice and Murder their Children when 
they pleaſe; as of Jebx and others in Scripture, 


to deftxoy the Houle and Family of their Sove- 
reign. 


36 A Sermon preached 
3- As to the laſt thing, that they may do anything 
for the carrying on a good Cauſe and Deſign, asthey 
will be ſure to call what they are promoting, that if 
it be the Work of the Lord, and the maintaining the 
true Religion, and the Proteſtant intereſt, the keep- 
ing out Popery and deſtroying Antichrift, or any-ſuch 
good end they are to accompliſh, they may then do 
any thing that is neceſſary to this, and not ſtick at 
any means that come in their way, be they never fo 
bad, becauſe a good end and intention will not fail 
to hallow and Sanftifie the whole ation, or at leaſt to 
expiate and at one for all the guilt that is in itz ThisI 
believe 1s a Principle that draws 1n a great many into 
the moſt villanous and unwarrantable Deſigns, into 
Freaſons and Murders, and the greateſt Villanies 
when they think them neceſſary to go through with 
that great and good Caxſe they have undertaken 3 
and this is an excellent principle, hike an Elixir that 
turns the worſt Matter into Gold, to tranſmute Trea- 
ſon and Murder into the pureſt Vertuesz and by a 
certain (leight of Intention and Spiritual Legerdemain 
to put the worlt aCtions in the place of the beſt, and 
Hocws Pocus Vice into Vertue, when ever one pleaſes ; 
Nay, 'tis to deſtroy the very nature of good andevil, 
and to make nothing fo in its ſelf, but as our own 
Intentions put a ſtamp upon it 3 if we can but graft a 
good intention upon never ſo bad an attion, this 
{hall change the very kind, and make all it bears fair 
and lovely ; one drop of this good intention ſhall 
take away all the venom out of the moſt poyſonous 
wickedneſs, turn bitter into ſweet, evil into good 3 
it will make good and evil that are naturally and im- 
mutably fixt, melt and ſoften in our hands, ſo that 
we may form and faſhion them as we pleaſe, and 
makes them meerly relative and dependent — our 
oughts 
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Thoughts and Deſigns, which is to deſtroy all Re- 
ligion. If a Man do but winck and aim well, tho 
he Murder his Sovereign , nay, if it were his Savi- 
our, he ſhould be juſtitied by this Principle, and the 
Jews who kill'd Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and thought 
they did God good Service thereby, as many of them 
probably did, may plead it in their own full defence. 
I cannot imagine how any one can have a good in- 
tention, who ventures upon ſuch plain and notori- 
ous Villanies, but if theſe be guilded over with ne- 
ver ſuch fair Pretences, andare thought neceſlary for 
never ſo glorious a deſign, yet Reſeſting and Myrder- 
ing the Lord's Anointed are ſo maniteſtly ſinful and 
unlawful,that none can do ſuch evil that good may come, 
but their Damnation muſt be juſt both with God and 
Man. But ſad isit when Men ſhall form ſuch Princi- 
ples to themſelves as ſhall lead them into ſuch Hellith 
Villanies, when they (hall think theſe abominable 
Practiſes not only lawful butneceſſary to God's Glory, 
as if he could not bring about his own ends without 
their Wickedneſs, but the Devil muſt be called 
in to aſſiſt God, and to carry on the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, 


Ged preſerve Chriſtianity from that Reproach and 
Blaſphemy which theſe Wicked Men have brought up- 
on it, 

God preſerve the Proteſtant Religion from that ad- 
vantage is hereby given our Enemies to deſtroy it. 

He who orderethall things unto his own Glory, beplea- 
ſedto bring good out of this Evil, and make it a means 
to unite 4 all unto his Church, and make us Loyal and 
Faithful unto his Anointed, 


And 
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- And for ever bleſſed and praiſed be the Providence of 
that God who hath brought to light the hidden "hinge 0 
Darkneſs, and has not given us over as a prey to Blood- 
thirſty Men, who lay in wait to deſtroy ws. 6» 

And thou, O King of Heaven and Earth, who haſt 

graciouſly delivered thine Anointed from the hands 0 
wicked Mem ſtretcht out againſt him,and haſt miraculouſ 
preſerv'd him from the Plots and Conſpiracies of all his 
Enemies, keep him always, we beſeech thee, under the 
ſhadow of thy wings, preſerve him as the Apple of thine 
Eye, and guard thou his Throne with Legions of Angels, 
the the Sons of Violence may never approach to hurt him ; 
the Lord preſerve him and keep him alive, that he may be 

; bleſſed upon Earth, and deliver thou not him unto the 

Will of his Eneavies. Pſal, 41. 2. 


